
 

 



 
 

Dear members of the jury, prosecutors, and defendant agencies, 

 

Welcome to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) Committee of AlexMUN 2021. We are Mariana               

Vázquez, Camila Barrón, and Arturo Ramírez, and we will work as your ICJ Academic Chair in this                 

AlexMUN edition. Nowadays, the three of us are studying our last year of high school and plan to                  

study different careers at different colleges; even though this academic difference, we have the honor               

to be part of this unique experience known as AlexMUN 2021. 

 

We want to let you know that we have participated in different United Nations Models around the                 

Mexican Republic. Each of these models was an extraordinary experience in which we were able to                

learn about social and academic scopes as we joined the discussion and elaboration of different               

resolutions for the topics we faced and developed. For this reason, we are excited to meet and allow                  

each of you to develop communication and diplomacy skills. 

 

We as a team selected and created a historical topic relevant in our present days since it changed and                   

evolved international security around the globe. Furthermore, we hope this topic awakens passion and              

enthusiasm in you as future members of this Court, we are aware of your capacities to create,                 

question, and debate every part of the topic and the possible verdict. 

Remember that we are at your disposal at any time, from the moment you start your preparation for                  

the model until the closing ceremony of AlexMUN 2021. 

 

To conclude, we would like to share with you what the German theoretical physicist Albert Einstein                

said “Imagination is more important than knowledge”. We should and must keep this quote in our                

minds during our debate, since we are rewriting history, we expect you to let your imagination and                 

creativity flow to get to the bottom of the situation and address it in the better way you can. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The International Court of Justice Academic Chair 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

In case you have any doubt, do not hesitate to contact us. 

President: Mariana Vázquez Ramírez  

E-mail: mariana.vazquez@alexbain.edu.mx 

Phone number: (462) 158 0971 

Moderator: Ana Camila Barrón Zuñiga 

E-mail: camila.barron@alexbain.edu.mx  

Phone number: (462) 177 5858 

Conference Officer: José Arturo Ramírez Reyes  

E-mail: arturo.ramirez@alexbain.edu.mx  

Phone number: (462) 242 4088 
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SEMBLANCE 

 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN). It                 

was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 1946. The                   

Court is located at the Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands .The Court is composed of 15 judges,                  

who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United Nations General Assembly and the                  

Security Council. 

The Court’s main objective is to settle, according to international law, legal disputes             

submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized                  

United Nations organs and specialized agencies. 

The cases the ICJ can interfere on, is divided in two different courses of action: 

● Contentious Cases: within these parties that have accepted its jurisdiction under certain            

conditions in which the court produces binding rulings between states that agree, or have              

previously agreed, to submit to the ruling of the court. 

● Advisory Proceedings: they provide non-binding ruling on properly submitted questions of           

international law. 

The International Court of Justice has settled important cases such as: Obligations concerning             

Negotiations relating to Cessation of the Nuclear Arms Race and to Nuclear Disarmament (Marshall              

Islands v. United Kingdom); Maritime Delimitation in the Black Sea (Romania v. Ukraine); Armed              

Activities on the Territory of the Congo (New Application: 2002) (Democratic Republic of the Congo               

v. Rwanda). 
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CASE 1: THE UNITED STATES PROSECUTES OSAMA BIN LADEN FOR THE 9/11 

TERRORIST ATTACKS 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The United States of America (USA) is considered one of the most powerful and developed nations                

around the world. Since the end of World War II (WWII), its economy has achieved steady growth,                 

low unemployment, inflation and rapid advances in technology.  1

“9/11” is a shorthand used to refer to one of the worst and deadliest attacks occurred in the US                   

territory since the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in WWII. This ambush consisted of the orchestrated               

terrorist attack by al-Qaeda in which nineteen terrorists hijacked four commercial airplanes from             

American Airlines (AA) and United Airlines (UAL) on the morning of September 11th, 2001 crashing               

them into important and symbolic buildings of the State and causing 2,977 casualties. The strike               

began at 8:19 am when the flight attendants aboard AA Flight 11 reported to ground personnel that                 

the plane had been hijacked, notifying the FBI; while the UAL Flight 175, AA Flight 77, and UAL                  

Flight 93 take off headed to California. Then, the AA Flight 11 crashed into floors 93-99 of the North                   

Tower of the World Trade Center (WTC), and the UAL Flight 175 crashed into floors 75-85 of the                  

WTC’s South Tower. After the second crash, the authorities banned all takeoffs of flights through the                

airspace around New York City. Later, hijackers aboard AA Flight 77 crashed the plane against the                

Pentagon in Washington D.C. Around 10 am, the South Tower of the WTC collapses whilst the fourth                 

plane hijacked crashes into a field in Somerset County, Pennsylvania; finally, the WTC’s North              

Tower collapsed.  

This event caused a great impact on the population of the USA since the events were                

considered despicable and evil acts of terror as “they would promote widespread fear throughout the               

country and severely weaken the United States’ standing in the world community” by attacking the               2

buildings that symbolize US economic and military power and attempting towards the sovereignty             

and development of the State. 

  

1 CIA, “United States” in The World Factbook, accessed April 25th, 2020,            
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/us.html.  
2 National September 11 Memorial & Museum, “9/11 FAQs” in 9/11 Memorial & Museum, accessed April 
25th, 2020. https://www.911memorial.org/911-faqs.  
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II. KEY CONCEPTS AND BASE DOCUMENTS 

 

● Al-Qaeda: it is the name of an Islamist extremist terrorist network founded by Osama bin               

Laden in 1988. This terrorist group was based in Sudan and eventually reestablished its              

headquarters in Afghanistan under the patronage of the Taliban militia.  3

● Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 

● Extradition: it is the formal process of one state surrendering an individual to another state               

for prosecution or punishment for crimes committed in the requesting country’s jurisdiction.            

It typically is enabled by a bilateral or multilateral treaty.  4

● International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism. 

● International Law: is enshrined in conventions, treaties and standards. Many of the treaties             

brought about by the United Nations form the basis of the law that governs relations among                

nations.  5

● Principles of international co-operation in the detection, arrest, extradition and punishment of            

persons guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

● International terrorism: Violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups who           

are inspired by, or associated with, designated foreign terrorist organizations or nations            

(state-sponsored).  6

 

III. CURRENT SITUATION 

 

After the 9/11 terrorist attack, the US government declared the war against any terrorist network               

ensuring that any nation supporting and harboring terrorism will be regarded by the United States as a                 

hostile regime. Then, the US government linked the 9/11 attacks to al-Qaeda and its leader Osama bin                 

Laden and the processes of prosecution and extradition started.  

 

The leader of al-Qaeda was hiding in Afghanistan and the taliban regime supported him and               

considered him innocent. On September 20th, 2001 the Afghanistan government blocked the requests             

of extradition towards bin Laden, assuring there was not adequate and complacent evidence to support               

3 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Al-Qaeda” in Encyclopædia Britannica, accessed April 25th, 2020, 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/al-Qaeda.  
4 Masters, Jonathan, “What Is Extradition?” in Council on Foreign Relations, accessed April 25th, 2020, 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-extradition.  
5 United Nations, “International Law and Justice” in United Nations, accessed April 25th, 2020, 
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/international-law-and-justice/index.html.  
6 FBI. “Terrorism” in FBI. Accessed April 25th, 2020. https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism.  
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bin Laden’s involvement. However, they were disposed to negotiate and discuss the extradition of bin               

Laden to a neutral nation, that is to say, it ain't be under the influence of the US or the taliban regime.                      

In response to the taliban regime, the president George W. Bush argued there must not be any                 

negotiations and that the US would interfere with a military campaign in Afghanistan under the               

purpose of the prosecution of any member of al-Qaeda, specially bin Laden. 

Due to the increasing tension between both States and the negative answer of the US to                

negotiate; on October 7th 2001 the Afghanistan War started with "Operation Enduring Freedom" by              

the US Army and "Operation Herrick" by British troops. To start the invasion, the United States took                 

advantage of Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, regarding the right to legitime self-defense.               

Also, it is important to mention that the purposes of this invasion were to find Osama bin Laden and                   

other al-Qaeda leaders to bring them to trial, and to overthrow the government of Afghanistan ruled                

by the emir mullah Omar, which in the judgment of the western powers supported, sheltered and                

covered the members of Al Qaeda. 

As a committee we want to remind you that this topic will be discussed on the date of                  

November 9th, 2001 as the Battle of Mazar-e takes place in Afghanistan. Any events after this date                 

will not be considered true and relevant to the debate. Furthermore, this topic needs to be discussed                 

since the terrorist attacks and the Afghanistan War lead to a new era of terror and implementation of                  

security policies in the international community. 

 

Charges under which is accused 

 

American prosecutors started judiciary process in June of 1998 in New York against Osama Bin               

Laden. There is more than a dozen accusations among which there are: 

 

● The encouragement Somalían tribesmen to impinge against the U.S military force is            

Mogadishu between 1993 and 1998 in which a car bomb was driven into the Kenya and                

Tanzania embassies headquarters. It resulted in 224 casualties 

● Murder and conspiracy to kill Americans for his role in attacking U.S. embassies in East               

Africa in 1998. 

● The accusation implies that allegedly bin Laden tried to attack U.S. defense assets. 

● The bombing of U.S. embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The              

altercation resulted in 224 casualties  

● The use of weapons of mass destruction against civilians. 
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IV. INITIATIVES TAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

 

A few weeks after the 9/11 events, the US government convened the international coalition with the                

purpose of supporting a military campaign against the Taliban. This campaign resulted in the invasion               

and beginning of the Afghanistan War. This conflict ended on December 28th, 2014. However, after               

the reconquest of the taliban regime, another battle started in 2015 until nowadays. There are many                

reasons for the longevity of the conflict. Among them, a combination of fierce Taliban resistance with                

the limitations of the Afghan forces and government, and the reluctance of other countries to maintain                

their troops longer can be highlighted. The most relevant reasons why the war has not ended are the                  

following: 

● A lack of political clarity since the invasion began and questions about the effectiveness of               

the United States' strategy in the past 18 years. 

● The fact that each side (Afghanistan and the US) is trying to break what has become a                 

deadlock, and that the Taliban have been trying to maximize their influence during the peace               

negotiations. 

● An increase in violence by Islamic State militants in Afghanistan; they have been behind              

some of the bloodiest attacks recently. 

● The role played by neighboring Pakistan, since there is no doubt that the Taliban had their                

roots in Pakistan and were able to regroup there during the US invasion. But Pakistan has                

denied helping them, even when the United States demanded that it do more to combat the                

militants. 

The consequences were not limited to the US. In Australia the anger, fear and grief in the community                  

lead to the creation and operation of Australia’s anti-terrorism laws. Between 2001 and 2019 Australia               

has inacted 82 anti-terrorism laws. 

In the United Kingdom, the home secretary, Theresa May reviewed the security and             

counter-terrorism powers and found out that aren’t proportionate or necessary for the country’s needs              

and instead replaced with less intrusive control orders. 
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V. GUIDE QUESTIONS 

 

● What was the economic, military and political situation of the United States before and after               

9/11? 

● What was the economic, military and political situation of Afghanistan before and after 9/11? 

● How did al-Qaeda was able to hijack four commercial airplanes in US territory? 

● Why did the US government want to settle a military campaign even if Osama bin Laden was                 

extradited? 

● To what extent does the taliban regime will protect and assure the innocence of Osama bin                

Laden? 

● Why did the Afghanistan government refuse to extradite Osama bin Laden to US territory? 

● Is the invasion to Afghanistan legitimate? Why? 

● Is the invasion considered a transgression to the sovereignty of Afghanistan and the Taliban              

regime? 

● Are there any bilateral and multilateral treaties between the US and Afghanistan? 

● What are some of the articles stated in the UN Charter violated by the 9/11 terrorist attacks? 

 

VI. MEMBERS OF THE JURY 

 

1. Awn Shawkat Al-Khasawneh (Jordan, 2000- 2011) 

2. Thomas Buergenthal (United States of America, 2000 - 2010) 

3. Nabil Elaraby (Egypt, 2001 - 2006) 

4. Carl-August Fleischhauer (Federal Republic of Germany, 1994 - 2003) 

5. Gilbert Guillaume. (France, 1987 - 2005) 

6. Géza Herczegh (Hungary, 1993 - 2003) 

7. Dame Rosalyn Higgins (United Kingdom, 1995 - 2009) 

8. Shi Jiuyong (China, 1994 - 2010) 

9. Pieter H. Kooijmans (Netherlands, 1997 - 2006) 

10. Abdul G. Koroma (Sierra Leone, 1994 - 2012) 

11. Shigeru Oda (Japan, 1976- 2003) 

12. Gonzalo Parra-Aranguren (Venezuela, 1996 - 2009) 

13. Raymond Ranjeva (Madagascar, 1991 - 2006) 

14. Francisco Rezek (Brazil, 1996 - 2006) 

15. Vladlen Stepanovich Vereshchetin (Russian Federation,  1995 - 2006) 
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VII. MEMBERS OF UNITED STATES PROSECUTORS (Fictional Characters) 

 

● Jason Brown  

● Susan Barnes  

● Logan Foster  

 

VIII. MEMBERS OF AFGHANISTAN DEFENDANT AGENCIES (Fictional Characters) 

 

● Malek Alamar 

● Zaida Calas  

● Nassim Salah  
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