
 
 

 



 
 

Dear delegates, 

Welcome to the 10th edition of UN Model Alexander Bain (ALEXMUN 2021) and to debate on the                  

Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children (SRSG) that is an             

independent global advocate in favor of the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence               

against children regarding human rights. You should take into account that this is a level two                

committee, meaning it is necessary that you maintain a diplomatic posture throughout the debate in               

order to find a resolution to this problem children are facing all around the world.  

During the three days of debate you will be discussing one topic, Safeguarding the Rights of                

Children in the Criminal Justice System. 

Over the past few years we have witnessed events that happen around the world where               

unfortunately we cannot do much, but also thanks to these models many of us are aware of what is                   

happening and how we can contribute to situations where many people are living in vulnerable               

situations. We have also passed this stage and we saw it as an obligation that we had to fulfill but we                     

invite you to ask yourself how this can help you or help the others because it is not only an obligation,                     

it is an opportunity to make you listen even though it is something diplomatic, we are going to listen                   

to you. 

During these days of debate we hope that you can learn more about the topic, be open minded                  

on the other different perspectives and be a risk taker in order to convert into a change agent. Do not                    

hesitate to reach for help if you need it; we are in this process of learning with you. The chair as well                      

as the whole committee has the same goal: find a resolution that is best for everybody. 

It is our responsibility to be aware of what is happening around the world because we are the                  

generation of change. This process starts with the recognition of the problem and looking for ways to                 

contribute to the solution of the conflicts that surround us. We hope that you can allow yourself to live                   

this new experience, learn as much as possible and practice your debating skills with us. And of                 

course, don't forget to have a good time. Get ready and see you soon! 

Welcome delegates to ALEXMUN 2021.  
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Semblance 

 

HISTORY: 

What is SRSG? 

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON VIOLENCE       

AGAINST CHILDREN (SRSG) is an independent global advocate in favor of the prevention and              

elimination of all forms of violence against children, mobilizing action and political support to              

achieve progress the world over to maintain the respect to the human rights. The mandate of the                 

SRSG is anchored in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international human                

rights instruments and framed by the UN Study by the Professor Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro.  

 

ACTUAL STATE: 

The mandate was established in 2009 by United Nations Security Council Resolution 1888, one in a                

series of resolutions which recognized the detrimental impact that sexual violence in conflict has on               

communities, and acknowledged that the crime undermines peace and security efforts. The resolution             

signaled a change in the way the international community views and responds to conflict-related              

sexual violence. It is no longer seen as an inevitable by-product of war, but rather, a crime that is                   

preventable and punishable under international human rights law.[3] It searches the promotion of the              

dissemination of information and ensures the recommendations are effectively complied.  

In May 2019 the Secretary - General appointed Ms. Najat Maalla M´jid (Morocco) and his Special                

Representative on Violence against Children.  

 

OBJECTIVES:  

THE UN Study recommendations provide a navigation chart to monitor and accelerate the progress in               

violence prevention and responses. The SRSG give special attention to three time-bound targets while              

also supporting the effort to implement the 2030 Agenda: 

1. According to the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable           

Development Goals (SDG´s) the goals related with education and health; gender equality and             

violence against women; child labor; poverty eradication;access to justice and accountable           

and inclusive institutions will help reduce the risk of violence in children's lives and provide               

effective responses.  

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/


 
2. The development of each State of a national comprehensive strategy to prevent and respond to               

all forms of violence, mainstreamed in the national planning process, coordinated by a             

high-level focal point with leading responsibilities in this area, supported by adequate human             

and financial resources to support implementations and effectively evaluated; 

3. The introduction of an explicit legal ban of all forms of violence against children, in all types                 

of settings;  

4. The promotion of a National system of data collection, analysis and dissemination, and a              

research agenda on violence against children; 

The promotion of meaningful and safe child participation is at the top of SRSG’s agenda. After                

having led major advocacy efforts for the inclusion of the elimination of violence against children as a                 

target and a cross-cutting concern in the Sustainable Development Agenda, SRSG Santo Pais is              

giving priority attention to efforts supporting the implementation of Agenda 2030 at a global,              

regional, and national level.1 

 

LIMITATIONS:  

Many Member States are adopting comprehensive and coherent plans for the sustainable development             

of national property to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals to end violence against children.              

However, the SRSG cannot interfere with the decisions made by the government, it can only make                

recommendations and give options for states to be parties. The SRSG mandate is anchored in the                

Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international human rights instruments and framed in                

the UN Study. 

 

MAIN ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

- A global campaign was launched in 2010 to promote the universal ratification of the Optional                

Protocols. The campaign was designed to mobilize broader political and social support for the              

protection of children. The global campaign has helped to raise awareness of state parties to protect                

the rights of the children. 

- In March 2016, the SRSG launched, together with many partners, the High Time to End Violence                 

against Children Initiative. 

1 UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children. “Overarching Priorities”. 
UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children. 
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/content/overarching-priorities 

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/content/overarching-priorities


 
- The Secretary General of the United Nations participated in a study on violence against children that                 

provided an extension and causes of violence against children, and proposed clear recommendations             

to take measures to prevent and respond to it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

TOPIC A: SAFEGUARDING THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN  IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

SYSTEM 

 

I-. BACKGROUND: 

Over the past few years, we have observed that children are often involved as victims or                

witnesses in criminal justice systems, having to take part in criminal trials. In those types of cases,                 

many children have not been well informed of their rights. This has led them to place themselves in                  

vulnerable positions due to the lack of information given to them. On various occasions children are at                 

risk of being involved in conflicts with the law, because they are often in unfavorable situations such                 

as being on the streets, or in an unstable living environment. It is commonly saw that many children                  

from an early age have family members in the criminal justice system, in the commercial sex industry,                 

prostitution, or have experienced violence or abuse. Children continually face barriers to justice,             

whether they are suspected criminals or victims of crime. And in many cases, criminal, administrative               

and civil legislation and procedures are not handled in the most appropriate ways. 

 

II. CONCEPTS DEFINITION: 

Human Rights: are rights inherent to all human beings, no matter race, nationality, ethnicity,              

language, religion or any other status.2 

Violence: the intentional use of physical force or power against oneself, another person or              

community. 3 

Abuse: is a partner of behaviors used to have the power or control over other person, includes                 

domestic abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse etc.4  

2 "Human Rights | United Nations." https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/human-rights/.  (Consulted 
April 25, 2020)  
 
3 "Definition and typology of violence - WHO." 
https://www.who.int/violenceprevention/approach/definition/en/.  (Consulted April 25, 2020)  
 
4 "Abuse Defined - Domestic Violence Hotline." https://www.thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/abuse-defined/. 
(Consulted April 25, 2020)  
 

https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/human-rights/
https://www.who.int/violenceprevention/approach/definition/en/
https://www.thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/abuse-defined/


 
Criminal Justice: is an intertwining of agencies and processes which seek to achieve control of               

crime, minimization of crime, and the imposition of penalties for the commission of crimes. 5 

Policies: a plan to do in particular situations that has been agreed officially by a group of people, a                   

business or organization, a government, or a political party. 6 

Security Forces: a statutory with internal security mandates by political terms. 7 

Stigmatization: behavior that causes the person to be included in a social category towards whose               

members a negative response is generated and they are seen as culturally unacceptable or inferior. 8 

 

III. CURRENT SITUATION: 

Children inside the criminal justice system, either as victims or witnesses; no matter whether they               

are there during the trial, in detention or on arrest; are often in a vulnerable position, unaware of                  

their rights or unable to enforce them. Many might not think so but, how children are treated by                  

the criminal justice system is an important and critical factor in determining how they will be                

reintegrated into their communities.9 

 

The majority of children that are at risk of coming into a conflict with the law are often on the                    

streets, at an unstable living environment, associated with older criminal peers, have family             

members in the criminal justice system, are involved in the commercial sex industry or              

prostitution or trafficking, or they have experienced Belic conflicts, violence or abuse. The             

majority of the cases are the consequence of poverty and the absence of family education that                

affects the children to be in unsafe territory for their development, even if they do not take the                  

priority of the situation by doing a change of how there's no attention to what is happening with                  

kids around the world.  

 

5 "What Is Criminal Justice? - Definition, Fields & Theories ...." 
https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-criminal-justice-definition-fields-theories.html. (Consulted April 25, 
2020)  
6 "Significado de POLICY en el Diccionario Cambridge inglés." 3 jun.. 2020, 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/policy.  (Consulted April 25, 2020)  
 
7 "Security forces definition and meaning | Collins English ...." 
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/security-forces.  (Consulted April 25, 2020)  
 
8 "Stigmatization | SpringerLink." 16 july 2016, https://link.springer.com/10.1007/978-3-319-09483-0_404. 
(Consulted April 25, 2020)  
 
9 Penal Reform International. “Protection children’s rights in criminal justice systems : a training manual and 
reference point for professionals and policy makers.” Penal Reform International. 
https://www.penalreform.org/resource/juvenile-justice-manual/ 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-criminal-justice-definition-fields-theories.html
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/policy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/security-forces
https://link.springer.com/10.1007/978-3-319-09483-0_404
https://www.penalreform.org/resource/juvenile-justice-manual/


 
Children that find themselves in the criminal justice system are often those who come from                

troubled backgrounds and often those who have experienced some type of abuse; neglect,             

physical abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse or exposure to domestic violence. Thus, it is              

critical for the system to identify abuse or neglect in order to address it and protect the child. 

 

Children are different from adults. That is the reason why laws don’t allow children to drink, drive                 

or vote. However, the recognition that children are unable to engage complex social pursuits,              

are often lost when a child enters the criminal justice system. We think that the juvenile                

criminal justice system is made specifically for children, who should not be treated like small               

adults and who deserve rehabilitation rather than punishment, but instead of having a system              

that restores children to healthy development, the system often traumatizes children further.10            

While in the system, children are supposed to have the same rights as adults when accused of                 

crimes, the right of an attorney and the right to confront witnesses against them, but generally                

children are not aware of their rights and the system takes advantage of the situation. Children                

face barriers when accessing justice, not only when they are alleged offenders but also when               

they are victims of crime or witnesses. All too regularly, legislation and criminal, administrative              

and civil proceedings are inadequate for the safeguarding of their rights, while appropriate             

policies for their protection are absent or very poorly implemented. 

 

IV. INITIATIVES TAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY: 

● Various procedures have been implemented in the countries to help children and            

young people who are in trouble with the law, which mainly seek: to increase the care                

of children and young people in trouble with the law, to ensure that their rights are                

always fulfilled and to seek to inform children and young people about their rights, to               

seek dignified treatment for children and young people, to provide psychological           

help, to seek appropriate people to deal with these cases, either a psychologist or a               

social worker. 

 

 

 

 

10 Peter Lusche. “Criminal justice system treats children like small adults”. Montgomery Advertiser. 
https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/opinion/columnists/2017/12/05/criminal-justice-system-treats-chi
ldren-like-small-adults/923663001/ 

https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/opinion/columnists/2017/12/05/criminal-justice-system-treats-children-like-small-adults/923663001/
https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/opinion/columnists/2017/12/05/criminal-justice-system-treats-children-like-small-adults/923663001/


 
V.  GUIDE QUESTIONS: 

● Does your country/ organization have a reference point (training manual) to create laws or              

policies adapted to children's needs inside the system?  

● Does your country have detention centers specialized for children?  

● Does your organization is familiarized with the SRSG causes on the Criminal Justice             

System? 

● Are there existent laws in your country that safeguard the rights of children? If so, are they                  

accomplished the way they should? 

● In possible belic conflict locations, are the detention centers protected? 

● How are human rights backed up in your country according to your state laws? 

● How can measures be implemented in your country or help another country according to              

criminal justice?  

 

VI. COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATION:  

1. Council of Europe 

2. OHCHR 

3. UNICEF 

4. African Union 

5. UNODC 

6. European Union 

7. SAIEVAC South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against Children 

8. IIN- Inter-American Children's Institute 

9. Save The Children 

10. ACERWC The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.  

11. UNFPA 

12. United States of America 

13. Netherlands 

14. Republic of India 

15. Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

16. People's Republic of China 

17. Canada  

18. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

19. Arab Republic of Egypt 

20. United Mexican States  

21. Republic of Colombia  

http://www.coe.int/en/web/children/


 
22. French Republic 

23. Russian Federation  

24. Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

25. Kingdom of Morocco  

26. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

27. Republic of Honduras 

28. Kingdom of Spain  

29. Federal Republic of Nigeria 
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